COUNTRY Portugal

SUBJECT An Zstimate of the Size of the
Portuguese Comrunist Party

25X1C

OR&

Approved For Release 2002/08/14 : CIA-RDP83-00415R001200100002-4
CLASSIFICATION
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORNMATION REPORT

PLACE
ACQUIRED

DATE OF I3

SLOCRED

25X1A

REPORT NO.

DATE DISTR. 2l Seutember 1948

NQ. OF PAGES 1

NO. OF ENCLS. 41718

{LISTED BELOW)

SUPPLEMENT TO

REPORT NO. 25X1X

1.

2.

<

<

It is estimated that the totnl membershin of the Portusuese Communist Party

has until recently fluctuvated around the 10,00C mark,

The figure 10,0CC is

based on the fact that 2500 conies of AVANTE are nublished each issue and it
is assumed that each cooy is read by the eouivalent of a cell, that is, four
or five persons.

In the last two years there has been a sharn decline in toth membershin and
Collections for Socorro Vermelho (Red Ai1d) have fallen off more than

revenue.
30 mercent.
the Algarve and the Coimbra region.

been very active against the comrunists.

Many comies of AVANTE are returned to the nrinter, esneclally from
In both of these sections the wolice have

Currentiy the PCP controls roughly some 80C cells which indicates a roush
estimate of some 4CCC members enenged in cell activities. This estinnte does
not include the eluborate administrative organization ror the "funcionarios®
with special assignments, hence the total membershiv is a somevhat higher

figure.
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